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Prayer For the End of the School Year

At the end of this unprecedented school year we give thanks to God for all the teaching and
learning that has taken place in our school, both in and out of the classroom; for the talents
and gifts that have been shared and the challenges that have been faced; for the burdens that
have been lifted and the hurts that have been healed; for the respect and care that has been
given.

We give thanks for the friendships that have just begun and for those that have grown; for
the faith that has been lived in our daily struggles during lockdown; for the hope that has
lifted our hearts on the dark days and for the love that has kept us going.
We give thanks for the community that we are, and we ask you Lord, Bless our students at
this time: may your Spirit inspire them. Bless our families as we take our holidays, may our
time together leave us with

memories to cherish. Pour out your love on us that we may re-

turn renewed and refreshed to continue our journey together next year.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.

Amen
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A letter from the Head of School
Dear Parents,
May I begin this end of term letter by sincerely thanking you for your forbearance over the past seventeen
weeks, during this unprecedented time. Please be assured that the prayers and thoughts of our school
community have been with you over this time, and, I hope, that you, and your families, have remained as well
as possible.
The staff at St George’s have worked very hard over this time to provide the face to face meetings with every
student over the past six weeks, as well as adapting to learn new skills in providing teaching and work over the
Show My Homework medium. It is my hope that your child was able to access this material with ease.
We are working as hard as we can to ensure that every student can return to school safely and with confidence
at the beginning of the new academic year in September. You will be aware, given the government guidelines,
that this will involve significant changes to the life in our school community. This may involve: staggered starts
and ends to the school day to facilitate travel to and from school; year groups being based in particular parts of
the school, so as to be taught in year group ‘bubbles’ and much change to lunch and break-time arrangements,
with year groups again having to use particular playgrounds. Further information on all these changes will be
circulated over the coming weeks.
Our Year 11 and Year 13 students are especially in our thoughts. I know that Ms Mulligan, the Head of Year 11
and Ms Ling, the Head of Sixth Form – and their teams – have worked so hard with their respective groups, only
to find that the GCSE and A level results would have to be generated in a different way this year. Further
information will be provided about the results days – the A Level results days is on Thursday, August 13th and
the GCSE results day is on Thursday, August 20th. Staff will be available on both days to offer information and
support.
A number of staff will be moving on to pastures new from September 2020, and I thank them for their time of
service as part of the St George’s community. In Mathematics, Ms Morrell is moving on within the Trust to be
Head of Mathematics at Salvatorian College. Ms Greensmith and Mr Emmott, also Maths teachers are also
leaving our school. Ms Jebb is moving on from the Design and Technology Department; Ms Earthrowl from
Sociology and History; Ms Sullivan from English and Ms Maxwell and Ms Sevilla are both moving on from the
MFL Department. I wish them all every future success.
I am delighted to note that we are running a Summer School over a period of three weeks during the holidays
and, it is my hope, that any student selected for this may fully embrace this wonderful opportunity. I thank the
staff involved in this for their generosity.
Given the very strange times that we are living in, I hope that our students and staff will get something of a
holiday, in order for them to return to St George’s refreshed and ready for the start of the academic year in
September. I know that the staff can count on your continued support as we negotiate the challenges ahead
and that we will continue to work in that strong partnership for the benefit of the students in our care.
Yours faithfully,

Mr C Gregory
Head of School
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As a community, St George’s condemns totally the senseless death of George Floyd and the
systemic racism that blights not only the US but various institutions in this country. We support
the aims of the Black Lives Matter movement and feel that our role as educators is central to
creating a more just and accepting society.
We believe that our strength at St George’s lies in the diverse nature of our community. The same can be
said of London and the UK as a whole. While we believe that an acceptance of all cultures, races, creeds and
sexual orientations has always been a driving force behind the Catholic ethos of the school, we recognise that
more could be done to better reflect the diverse nature of our school population in our curriculum. Heads of
Department have been reflecting and acting on this over the past few months and will continue to do so.
We want all of our students to be able to reach their potential and feel that they live in a society that values
their contribution and where they feel comfortable in speaking out about injustices that they see. School
plays a formative and vital role in this and we take that responsibility very seriously.

PLEASE STOP RACISM
Lord, Jesus Christ
who reached across the ethnic boundaries
between Samaritan, Roman and Jew
who offered fresh sight to the blind and freedom to captives,
help us to break down the barriers in our community,
enable us to see the reality of racism and bigotry,
and free us to challenge and uproot it
from ourselves, our society and our world.

Amen
By Reyna Oshunrinde, 8C
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Dear God,
With everything that is happening, I hope that
you could give me and everyone else in the
world strength, so everyone can withstand the
impact of this coronavirus epidemic. I also hope
that you can give people wisdom so they can
fully understand the situation and be cautious of
other people and keep a 2m distance away from
other people to reduce the spread of the virus.
Another thing that I would like to ask is that I
hope this coronavirus can end as soon as
possible, so that people, including me, can go to
school and meet their friends. I pray for the
unfortunate people who were not able to do
their work at their home, that they have a good
education and have a success in their life in the
future. Also when the virus is finished I hope
people can finally enjoy themselves because
sadly for some people, it has been mentally
damaging for them as they would have to stay
at home by themselves. I also hope that the
people who have family or friends that sadly lost
their lives to the virus, will finally meet other
people so they can become much happier.

Prayer for the Sick
Dear GOD, who some may call mystery,
Please help those in need who have Covid,
Help them gain strength to fight and never give in,
We learnt about some other diseases which have
been overcome in history. Inspire those who are
working to find a vaccine, Assist the care workers
with the tough mission they are facing, Aid the
politicians with the decisions they make, Support all
good neighbours who are offering a helping hand,
At this time, we need you the most, We wait for the
healer to come and heal us,
Will you help us? Will you help us?
Amen
By Bruno Correia, 8F

Amen

By Jayden Johnson-Smith, 8J
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The Performing Arts Industry
During these unprecedented times, it’s with a heavy-heart that I acknowledge
the detrimental effect that the virus has had on theatres around the world,
which have closed as a result, and the industry is facing a devastating impact
from Coronavirus. However, it is really important to recognise how drama, theatre and the arts are such a
positive force throughout our community. Therefore, even through lockdown, we should continue to consider
‘cultural capital’ to broaden our knowledge of texts throughout history. Since the majority of internal theatres
are currently closed, The National Theatre is currently introducing, ‘National Theatre Live’ and are offering an
online screening of, ‘A Midsummer Nights Dream’ by William Shakespeare (my favourite Shakespearian Play), a
production performed by the ‘London Theatre Company’ filmed live at the Bridge Theatre.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Punzss5sHto&feature=youtu.be

Additionally, free educational resources for kids...
If you’re looking for fun, educational ways to keep your children entertained while at home, there are a number
of free resources that are well worth looking at.
From fun downloadable Disney activities, to hundreds of learning resources for Shakespeare, there is plenty to
keep them entertained. Please go to the website: https://officiallondontheatre.com/get-your-theatre-fix/

Keeping up-to-date with subject knowledge...
It is essential that during lockdown, students continue with the weekly lessons which are set via ‘Show My Homework’, ‘Loom’ or ‘Microsoft Teams’.
Students should also continue to enhance their subject knowledge by revising the terminology and techniques
relating to the topic areas, in order to improve their understanding and their literacy skills. In order to encourage
further home-study, students should read the information found on the ‘Bitesize’ website, which gives a greater
insight into theatre design, theatre practitioners, interpreting and performing a character, script work and
physical/vocal techniques. Bitesize can be found at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zkvm2sg
Best wishes and I hope you have a lovely summer,

Ms. Taylor
Head of Drama

8

By: Julia Krezel

The St George’s Drama students have worked tremendously all year, developing their understanding of
improvisation, performance skills, performing text, working as a team and devising various physical theatre
performances. This year is designed to introduce Year 7 students to basic Drama skills and vocabulary at the start of
their KS3 Drama career. It provides students with the opportunity to develop team work and creative thinking skills
which have been demonstrated in abundance.
I was extremely saddened when schools were advised to close due to the terrible pandemic of Coronavirus but the
students have prevailed and interacted greatly with the work set online by the drama department. During the lockdown, students have been completing work set on ‘Show My Homework’ which has focused upon Greek Theatre and
the myth of Pandora’s box. I have been very impressed with the knowledge students have gained in such
unprecedented times and the level of work submitted has been pleasing. The story of Pandora's box teaches an
interesting lesson to students, like many myths do. It's a tale that warns of the dangers of letting your curiosity control
your actions. Students have also learnt about Greek mythology and how the myth of Pandora’s Box specifically
explores human nature. Pandora's Box is a story about how evil came to exist in the world. The box did contain one
good thing, however -- Hope. Which is very relevant to what we are all feeling during these difficult times.
I hope we are back to some normality soon and I hope to see you all as soon as possible. I send my best wishes and
regards to all of my students and their families and I wish you a positive, fruitful summer.
Mr Cawdery

In the weeks leading up to lockdown, Year 8 Drama students were working through the Characterisation scheme of
work. They were working together in small groups to explore characterisation skills including voice, body language
and facial expressions. The characterisation skill-set along with hats, used as props, aided students in playing different
characters that can be found in a variety of settings. Many of the students enjoyed playing ‘musical hats’ and
improvising a variety of different characters, without any rehearsal time!
Students were provided with an opportunity to participate in a poetry competition in April to help further develop
students’ creativity through written forms. The Drama Department would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Bruno in year 8 on his entry, which was chosen by the Young Writers Association to be published in a book
‘Through their Eyes 2020’– Beyond the Page’.
Over the summer term, Year 8 have started to study a play called ‘Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations’; while it is only a
very short play, it has allowed students to explore both written and practical opportunities for creativity. Students
have been writing their own monologues expressing their chosen character’s point of view, as well as designing their
own costumes and set designs.
It has been incredible to see so many fantastic pieces of work from students during these uncertain times, which we
are so incredibly proud of.

Ms Sullivan
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Year 9
During lockdown the Year 9's have been enhancing their GCSE Drama knowledge, with particular focus on developing
their own original work, in preparation for their devised work next year. The students have been writing their own
monologues, delving into developing believable characters, and considering how one actors’ interpretations of a text
can change the meaning of a performance. We have been using the National Theatre’s fantastic ‘Theatre at Home’
resources, which has been a great opportunity for students to watch and analyse performances during this time. The
students have focused on the National Theatre’s production of ‘Frankenstein’ where Benedict Cumberbatch and Jonny
Lee Miller swapped the roles of The Creature and Dr. Frankenstein each night. The students analysed the two actors’
different interpretations of the same character, focusing on their body language and vocal skills.
A number of theatres have made recorded productions available for free during this time, including National Theatre
and the Old Vic, a fantastic opportunity to continue to enjoy theatre. These shows are available on the theatres
YouTube channels, as well as behind-the-scenes videos, highlighting the inner workings of theatre.
Ms McNulty

Year 10
During the last weeks of school, the year 10 Drama class were in their performance groups, working really hard during
lunch times and after school, in order to prepare for their Component 1 Devising Performance. This was their first
GCSE examined performance. However, due to the unforeseen circumstances of the virus, the school had to close
during this proposed Drama exam week. Although this was extremely disappointing for all of the students and
teachers involved, they remained very professional and calm about it, some students even planning when to re-start
rehearsals post-lockdown!
In the meantime, students have been working really hard to complete their coursework which is based on their
group’s rehearsal process. Many students have gone above and beyond the classroom, doing their own research
during the lockdown period, to gain a greater insight into the topics covered.
The year 10’s are embarking on their next educational chapter, preparing for their final GCSE exams in year 11. The
text which they have to study in Drama is, ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J.B. Priestley, a text which is also studied for their
English exam. In order to study this text from home, the Drama department has developed online ‘Loom’ lessons, to
guide the students through each power point and support them with home study. I have also began initiating live
lessons for Key Stage 4, through Microsoft teams, to enable further development with teaching and learning.
I wish all of my students a safe and happy summer holidays and hope that they continue to work hard over the
summer holidays, towards a grade which they deserve.
Ms Taylor
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Lockdown Poem

Aiden Counihan-Sancez, 10F
As humanity struggles within the blistering heat,
Looking close to giving in for defeat,
People thrive by coming together,
Defying the coronavirus and the weather.
As we search for a brighter path,
As mother nature unleashes her wrath,
Our procrastination leads not to salvation
But more intimidation as many lose their respiration
As people fear what is after
We dream of an easier world full of laughter
As shops, buses and buildings need not to be closed
Our society peaks out with its nose
Going through a time that is not fair
People struggle over the north and southern hemisphere
Will governments stay strong, will the sky stay blue
will we fix the wrong ,will we know a sweeter song?

Untitled….By Mercy Awad, 7C
School may not be all you think it will be
But soon it will be your cup of tea
I know you’ve got lots to learn and that's not always fun
But most of the time, before you know it, you’re done
Without school you would not make as many friends
And the lifelong bonds that will never end
And even those days when you’re feeling alone
Know that really you are never on your own
No matter what, someone is there for you
When you need it; there are people to talk to
Whether that be a prefect, a teacher, or a mate
They're there for you, and that's pretty great!
Plus, if we never had a teacher
All of our minds would be weaker
You don’t have to be extra eager
Just understand why you’ve got a teacher!
Now do you get where I'm coming from?
Because I just dropped a truth bomb!
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As One

By Ryanne-Dymphna Dariya

Wednesday 3rd June, I went to one of London’s Black Lives Matter protests. I promised myself
that I would pour my thoughts into my journal as soon as I got home, while the memory was still fresh in
my mind. But alas, the days escaped me, and here I am writing this entry almost a week later. That being
said, that day was one that I will never, ever be able to forget.
I still remember the surveillance helicopters circling the cloudless sky, fixated on the ebbs and
flows of the sea of protestors. I remember my voice, on the brink of extinction, yet still somehow being
able to muster the strength to bark out another chant. Another cheer. Another “Black Lives Matter," or “I
can’t breathe,” or “Get your knee off my neck.” I remember my sweaty palms and black clad arms, tired
and trembling and still thrusting my cardboard sign, emblazoned with the words “ If ‘all lives matter' then
why doesn’t mine?”
I remember the tangible feeling of belonging to something bigger than me, bigger than all of us.
I remember the feeling of family and community when we cheered, hearing the crowd’s call-andresponse chant: “Say his name” – “George Floyd." I knew that anyone could start the next chant, not just
the person with the megaphone, but also my friends by my side, my own sister, or even me. Anyone
could do it, and all were invited to do so. To lead the voices of thousands.
But with the soothing balm of positive energy came a rash of red hot anger. Anger that we had
to be here in the first place because those in power had not acted sooner to fix a broken system that has
failed so many minorities. Anger that the discrimination we were here fighting against is still happening.
Anger that yet again, the name of an unarmed black man, senselessly murdered, was on my lips.
Sometimes I got so enraged, I could feel the blood-warm tears begin to gather in my eyes and
mist over my vision. I was in genuine amazement that my heart was, in fact, still in my chest. Amidst my
rage were moments of elation, where I was overwhelmingly happy to be amongst so many bodies that
shared both my anger and feeling of belonging. I was filled with a joy, almost as ferocious as my rage, at
the support, at the cars honking their horns and people sticking their hands, phones and heads out of
their windows in support and solidarity. They reminded us that what we were doing was right.
At some points, I was certain we were all breathing at the same time, as one body. When we
keeled, we kneeled as one. When we walked, we walked as one. And when we chorused “Black Lives
Matter," we chorused as one. And we meant it - because how could you not?

Ryanne-Dymphna Dariya, Year 9
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ART DEPARTMENT EXTRA CURRICULAR LOCKDOWN
RESOURCES FOR ALL YEAR GROUPS
LIST OF EXTRA ONLINE ART RESOURCES FOR ALL STUDENTS
The museums and galleries and many of the UK’s arts organisations have migrated online. They have moved
quickly to put together art activities, talks, projects and student resources for audiences stuck at home. They are
great tools to get you thinking creatively and acquiring new skills. Art is all about research and inspiration and
these sites will give you plenty.
Tate has some excellent student resources for A Level and GCSE candidates, including dozens of coursework
guides. For those considering applying to art school there are tips on building a portfolio, what to expect in an
interview and careers in the creative industries. tate.org.uk
London Art Studies During lockdown the award-winning education platform is making more and more of their
short and accessible art history videos available to view free of charge. londonartstudies.com
ATLAS Arts on the Isle of Skye has made Frances Priest’s limited edition colouring book based on seven plant
habitats on the Isle of Raasay available as a free download until the end of May. Suitable for adults as well as
younger colouring fans, this is a lovely study of botanical patterns derived from close observation. atlasarts.org.uk\

Grayson Perry ‘Art Club” The series began on Channel 4, Monday 27th April, 8pm.
At this time of crisis Grayson Perry is on a mission to help bring the nation together through art - and unleash the
great British public’s creativity. Grayson, with the help of other leading artists, will try to teach us how to sculpt,
draw and create. Not only will Grayson be speaking to famous artists, but he will also be speaking to you at homeare you an amateur water colourist? A satirical meme creator? Photographer? Still life drawer? Grayson wants to
see what you have been creating in quarantine. To keep the nation’s spirits up, Grayson will encourage viewers are
artists alike to use this time in isolation to produce visual representations of the unique time we are living through
as a community, at the end of which Grayson will display the art created in an exhibition that will chronicle the
changing moods of Britain in isolation.
Great Paintings of the World with Andrew Marr on Channel 5 -watch on catch-up.
Andrew Marr tells the stories behind ten of the greatest paintings ever.
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Art Gallery Virtual Tours
The Tate Gallery London
https://www.tate.org.uk/search?q=virtual+tour

The Van Gogh Museum
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/van-gogh-museum?hl=en

Musee-Deorsay, Paris
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/musee-dorsay-paris?hl=en

The Courtauld Gallery
https://courtauld.ac.uk/gallery/about/3d-gallery-virtual-tour

The National Portrait Gallery, London
https://www.npg.org.uk/visit/360-gallery-views/

The British Museum, London
https://www.britishmuseum.org/learn/schools/ages-7-11

Royal Academy of Arts
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/

Flowers Gallery
https://www.flowersgallery.com

The Whitechapel Gallery
https://www.whitechapelgallery.org

The Photographers Gallery
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk

The Saatchi Gallery
https://www.saatchigallery.com
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ART DEPARTMENT

DRAWING
A UNIVERSAL VISUAL LANGUAGE
Drawing: is a universal visual language. Drawing is like writing, using pictures instead of words. It provides
form to visual ideas because they communicate with people regardless of language and culture. They are a
profoundly important form of communication in all aspects of our lives. We often hear that pictures are
worth a thousand words.
While not in the classroom, all year groups will benefit by improving their drawing skills; drawing is central to
the work of artists and designers and comes in many forms. Please explore and experiment with your drawing
skills choosing from the many different ways listed below. Remember the more you practise and enjoy experimenting with your drawing, the more confident and skilled you will become.

YOU CAN USE ANYTHING TO DRAW WITH AND ON.
BE IMAGANITIVE AND HAVE ENJOY EXPLORING!!
Observation Drawing – Leonardo da Vinci said, "You cannot draw what you cannot see." Most artists, even
cartoonists, use real life observation as the basis of their drawings. Fantasy artists have models to pose for
them. The Anime artist of Cowboy Bebop bought a real Corgi dog so he could observe it moving around the
office. Sometimes artists make models out of cardboard and play-doh and toy animals and light them with a
desk lamp to help them visualize their scene.
Imaginative Drawing - Imagination Draws on Memory. Drawing from imagination is really drawing from
memory, putting together bits of memories to make something new. Suppose you want to draw a
mermaid. You draw a woman with a fish tail and long hair. You are putting together memories - a fish’s
scales, a magazine model, a rock from a landscape picture you've seen somewhere. No matter how far-out
your imaginings are, you are still using elements of reality.
Sketching - is a rough type of drawing that an artist might make in preparation for either a painting or a more
formal drawing (like a study). .Formally however. it is a useful way for an artist to capture a fleeting impression of a scene or person before it changes.
Sketch Often - The best way to learn to draw from imagination is to keep drawing from life and photos,
focusing on the things you want to be able to create. If it is people, draw them from every angle and in every
pose. Eventually, you will know the figure really well. Apply the same to whatever it is you want to draw.
Drawing is mostly about seeing—really looking and understanding your subject. Observing and drawing
often will train your visual memory, so you will have a stock of mental images to draw upon.
Sam Barroso—Year 13
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POP ART

Symbols of Popular Culture and Pop Art Inspired Self Portraits

Year 8 Art

Optical Art and Relief Sculptures: Lockdown Art
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Optical Art & Relief
Sculptures:
Lockdown Art
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Optical Art
& Relief
Sculptures:
Lockdown
Art
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Optical Art & Relief
Sculptures: Lockdown Art
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SCIENCE
It has been a challenging year for us all since the scientific discovery of COVID-19, with students learning to work
from home in unusual circumstances.
As a department we have been providing you work to ensure you are progressing. We are very grateful for all the
effort that has been put in by you as science students, as well as your parents and guardians, to ensure this work
is completed and you are continuing to develop as young scientists.
We would now like to provide our students with further opportunities to continue to develop and catch up on
any content missed this year by creating online scientific content that our students can complete over the
summer. These will be available online soon.
In addition to this, we recommend the following academic resources to support your learning as well as range of
fun and engaging scientific books, magazines, websites, film and TV shows to keep you busy over the
summer.

Academic websites, years 7 and 8



BBC bitesize, KS3 science Search for topics that you have studied this year to revise them.
Oak National academy - 180 lessons, quizzes and worksheets a week for every year group.

Academic websites, years 9, 10, 11



www.freesciencelessons.co.uk - a large range of 3-5 minutes videos covering all GCSE science.
www.physicsandmathstutor.com - a large range of exam questions and mark schemes for free.

Academic books, years 7 and 8 (all books are available on Amazon or the CGP website)



CGP KS3 Science Study Guide – Clear revision guide for KS3 content
CGP KS3 Science Complete Study & Practice – Revision guide with practice questions.

Academic books, years 9, 10, 11 (all books are available on Amazon or the CGP website)
Grade 9-1 GCSE Combined Science: AQA Revision Guide - A well written revision guide.
Grade 9-1 GCSE Combined Science: AQA Exam Practice Workbook - Practice questions and answer

Recommended scientific TV shows for your summer
Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey
https://watchdocumentaries.com/cosmos-a-spacetime-odyssey/
Hosted by world-renowned astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson, the documentary explores our discovery of the laws of
nature and coordinates in space and time.

Mythbusters
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0A5590CEE7F2EC3B (clips)
https://www.dailymotion.com/MythbustersOfficial (full episodes)
Each episode, the MythBusters methodically set out to bust three urban legends. And they don't just explain if something's true or false: through trial and error, they demonstrate it. Sometimes they crash things; sometimes they blow
things up - all in the name of science.

Recommended scientific books for your summer

A Short History of Nearly Everything - Bill Bryson.
This book confronts the greatest challenge: to understand—and, if possible, answer—
the oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the universe and ourselves. Look
through geology, chemistry and particle physics to understand how we went from the
Big Bang to the rise of civilisation and the modern world.
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Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed the World Rachel Ignotofsky
Women in Science highlights the contributions of fifty notable women to the STEM
fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics, from both the ancient and
modern worlds. The extraordinary women profiled include well-known figures like the
physicist and chemist Marie Curie, as well as lesser-known pioneers ,such as Katherine
Johnson, the African-American mathematician who calculated the trajectory of the
Apollo 11 mission to the moon

Recommended scientific magazines for your summer
Science + Nature: Science + Nature is a brand new magazine from
the team behind The Week Junior. Edited by the award-winning
writer Dan Green (author of the best-selling Basher Science books),
each issue of this 60-page monthly magazine is designed to inspire
curiosity, ignite a passion for discovery, stimulate discussion and
encourage children to protect their planet

BBC Science Focus written for the inquisitive minds challenging the big questions of the
century.
The BBC Science Focus magazine is the perfect read for those who always love to be
the first to know about the latest scientific discoveries – including potential answers to
crippling medical issues, how being in space affects the brain and body, how we came to
discover matter, tech decoding, animal behaviour and more.

A scientific finding that happened during lockdown
Betelgeuse: Nearby 'supernova' star's dimming explained.
Big red giant stars like Betelgeuse frequently undergo changes in brightness,
but the drop to 40% of its normal value between October 2019 and April 2020
surprised astronomers. Researchers now say this was caused by gigantic cool
areas similar to the sunspots seen on our own parent star.
Betelgeuse, which is about 500 light-years from Earth, is reaching the end of its
life. But it's not known precisely when it will explode; it could take as long as
hundreds of thousands of years or even a million years. When the giant star
does run out of fuel, however, it will first collapse and then rebound in a
spectacular explosion. There is no risk to Earth, but Betelgeuse will brighten
enormously for a few weeks or months.

Recommended scientific films for your summer
The Martian (12) When astronauts blast off from the planet Mars, they leave behind Mark
Watney (Matt Damon), presumed dead after a fierce storm. With only a meagre amount of
supplies, the stranded visitor must utilise his wits and spirit to find a way to survive on the
hostile planet. Meanwhile, back on Earth, members of NASA and a team of international
scientists work tirelessly to bring him home, while his crew mates hatch their own plan for a
daring rescue mission.
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Scientific Crossword
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Mental and Emotional Wellbeing
Coronavirus Support for Young People
The outbreak of coronavirus and self-isolation has been really difficult for many young people. If you are
struggling, the PSHE department understands and can offer you some professional information which can support
you during this difficult time.

How Teens can Manage Anxiety Over the Coronavirus Outbreak
Many teenagers are experiencing anxiety about getting and passing on the Coronavirus. Anxiety is an uncomfortable
emotion but it can also be helpful in making sure we take steps to protect ourselves. Rather than focusing on the
discomfort created by experiencing anxiety, Dr Nihara Krause encourages young people to use its warning function
to take some of the steps below:


Focus on the facts rather than on any ‘catastrophic’ thoughts you may have. The health risk of Coronavirus is
very low for most teens.



Understand that you can effectively reduce the risk of passing it on to loved ones by washing your hands with
soap and water. Aim for a balance in safety behaviours. Though it is not effective to ignore activities (such as
handwashing), over doing anything traps you in a negative spiral.



Aim to get adequate rest. This might be by listening to your favourite playlist, playing with a pet or just chilling
with someone you like. Sleep is important for maintaining positive mental health.



Use the ‘Take Five’ technique when you feel physical symptoms of anxiety, such as a racing heart. Stretch out
your hand and trace your thumb with a finger from the other hand. Breathe in as you move upwards and
breathe out as you move downwards on the inner side of your thumb. Repeat for each finger.



Minimise what you watch on the news and what you read on social media. Remember that news needs to be
repeated so everyone can access it, but repetition can make someone on the receiving end feel overwhelmed.



Make a list of fun plans that you could do, ensuring some of them include things you can do on your own – in
case you have to have a break from others. Examples include playing a board game, creating your own quiz,
arranging your photos in albums, or making a storyboard.



Eat well and regularly. We use more energy when we are anxious.



Be honest about ‘trigger’ activities (for example, being bored) and make sure that you have a list of things you
can do to protect yourself.



Remember, parents get anxious too but that doesn’t mean the world is unsafe – it just means that they may
need to read and apply some of these tips too!
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Advice for young people who have to social distance
or self-isolate due to COVID-19
Social distancing and/or self-isolating is an effective way to stop the spread of the Coronavirus infection and to protect
older adults and those who have poor health. However, given the importance of belonging, social distancing is
probably one of the hardest behaviours for young people to carry out.
We encourage the use of the following tips for young people in order to maintain positive mental health amidst
self-isolation:

View social distancing as ‘contact distancing’ rather than a distance from friendships. So, whilst you reduce
contact to pass on an infection, boost your friendships by planning some on-line meetings with family members
or a friend. Make these times special.


FOMO? Feeling left out and actually being left out are two different things. Challenge why you perceive yourself
to be left out; for example, is it related to attributing something negative to yourself such as a belief that ‘no
one likes me’? Remind yourself of the fact that everyone has been asked not to connect. This will help you to
change your thinking to something more positive.



Whilst social distancing and loneliness are not the same, the feelings that are generated may be experienced in
the same way. Counter this by thinking of ways to reach out and initiate a conversation with someone every
day.

How Parents can Manage Their Teenager’s Mental Health
Whilst Maintaining Their Own During the COVID-19 Outbreak
Feeling safe is essential in the effective management of anxiety. The current, ever-changing global health situation
can therefore contribute to increasing anxiety symptoms in all of the family. The teen years in particular, need
special focus since adolescence can be a time when emotions are experienced intensely. We encourage the use of
the following tips for parents and carers amidst the pandemic:


Explain the nature of anxiety to your teen. Anxiety is an essential emotion we all feel in response to threat. It
will bring about a response which affects all parts of our body, our thinking and our behaviour.



When anxiety is managed it can be helpful - allowing us to harness it’s protective nature to spur us into
positive health management.



Help them to develop positive self-care behaviours to maintain health and hygiene. This will build their
confidence in their ability to protect themselves and learn to take responsible action.



Help them to challenge negative thoughts that may make them overestimate dangers, leading to difficulties
such as over thinking and over worrying. This means providing them with facts to minimise fear. Make sure
these facts are from a trusted, scientific source.



Help them to regulate the amount of information they have access to through the news, social media and
online. Misinformation spreads fast and an ‘infodemic’ is as unhealthy to the mind as a pandemic may be to
a nation.
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Practising social distancing does not come easily to teenagers. Risking becoming what may be perceived as
an ‘outcast’ is probably one of the biggest punishments a teen may feel.



Provide a benefit to social distancing such as, for example, being able to do a task they highly value. This will
provide an incentive to follow through with distancing rather than make it a punishment to try and avoid.

Social media can provide a safe alternative to keeping up with friends, despite it not always helping a young person’s mental health. Help your child or young person to place boundaries on their use and keep communication
open as to what discussions might be happening on line. Shift the focus to helping others. Providing social support
not only increases empathy and helps avoid negative or stereotypic attributions but also helps build confidence in
their ability to face difficulties. Challenge compulsive behaviour. Constant checking, contrary to belief, does not help
reduce anxiety, instead it fans it. Suggest they scale back on checking phones and the internet for information updates since they can become digital intrusions. Suggest instead that they limit screen time, trusting the adults in
their lives to share significant information instead. Encourage searching for positive bits of news and provide feedback on what’s going right rather than fixating on what may be wrong. Enhance the development of a balanced perspective. A frightened captain will make a frightened crew so anxious adults should take steps to manage their own
tense thoughts and behaviours and counterbalance negative ideas and actions with positive, uplifting ones.
https://stem4.org.uk/resources/

During lockdown, there are many students choosing ‘online gaming’, which can open up opportunities to chat to their
friends during such a difficult time. Although online gaming can be a fantastic way to keep your child entertained, it is
vital that as teachers, parents and carers, we protect the students, by making them aware of the dangers of online
gaming.
Below is a link, which contains targeted worksheets for different age groups, to test their knowledge of online safety.
The website also includes a variety of online videos which introduce parents and carers to online gaming.
A guide to in-game chat.
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/presentations-for-parents

PSHE Lessons
The new curriculum, which addresses the 2020 Department of Education statutory requirements, has been written,
along with the new lesson PowerPoints. These PowerPoints have been sent (via SMHWK) to students across the
school. Topics for the remaining part of the academic year include;

Year 7: Littering and pollution, self esteem, family life, making ethical financial decisions and being British.
Year 8: Tackling racism & religious discrimination, mental health and emotional wellbeing, managing change and
loss, the role of the monarchy.
Year 9: Managing conflict at home, tackling homophobia, peer pressure, assessing the risks of drugs and alcohol, local
council and services and evaluating value for money.
Year 10: Personal Values, exploring the influence of role models, evaluating the social and emotional risks of drug
use, understanding families, managing change, grief and bereavement.
Year 11: Brain food, taking responsibility for health choices, British values, challenging extremism and radicalisation.
I do hope all of the students take the time to complete these lessons, and initiate healthy conversations at home,
which complement their wider understanding, whilst addressing life-long learning.
I hope you all have a wonderful summer holiday,

Stay Safe,
Ms. Taylor
Head of PSHE
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What it has been like to study from home
Julia Antonczuk, Year 10
When we received the news from Boris Johnson about schools closing until further notice, I was mortified.
Questions came rolling into my head, taking it on a wild roller coaster ride. 'What are we going to do? What about
my GCSEs next year? Will I learn the necessary information that we are still yet to cover to get good grades?'. I was
blinded by all these negative thoughts that filled me with anxiety and fear for the EXTREMELY near future. I know
some of my close friends were posting the news of 'NO SCHOOL AFTER FRIDAY!' all over social media and at one
point you just couldn't go onto Instagram without seeing a story with a similar caption. From what it looked like;
most people saw this as a chance to break free from the pressure of going to school...Boy, were they wrong!
As the country went into lockdown that Monday, I can vividly remember that my heart was skipping beats and if it
could, it would probably burst out of my chest. I was told that we were going to get all the lessons we would
usually get on Show My Homework and that if we needed to contact a teacher, we would have to use our school
email. I could hear my conscience telling me, 'Julia, don't stress yourself out! You'll go grey at this rate!'
I remember sitting down at my desk and praying quietly that the school didn't set dozens of files of work all at once
and that I was going to enjoy this time and, as my head of year, Mr. Roche, said on the last day of school, 'Take this
as an opportunity'. To my surprise, the work my teachers set wasn't posted in inhumane amounts!
Over the course of lockdown, one of the main things I learned is how much I hate being stuck at home; how our
freedom can be taken away just by another homo sapiens saying so. I am sure that with the next half-termsto
come, I will surely not be spending all my time at home!
Joking aside, I also learned to appreciate the fact that we are so lucky to get any type of education. With so much
time on my hands and my mum being home, the TV was on more frequently than ever before. I sometimes could
hear the adverts of UNICEF or Water Aid come on (I, similarly to the majority of TV watchers, detest adverts
probably even more than English teachers hate the words 'basically' or 'ummm.'). When I heard the advert
repeated multiple times a day, you would think that I thought of it as annoying or that I would just watch a
different channel during the ad break, right? Well, I used to do that five months ago. It helped me understand how
lucky I am to have not only a first-world education but also a roof over my head, food in the fridge and most
importantly; the ability to see my mum smile and that she is here for me even through the toughest of times. You
could think that I am just a spoiled only child or a spoiled brat, but during this horrid time, I, for the first time, was
able to spend such a long time with just my mum to keep me company and have a good laugh with her. I never
really took the time to appreciate the little things like how my mum has such pretty eyes even without her mascara, or how she gets light freckles in the summer. For the first time in a long while, I was also able to just sit and
watch TV with her or play a game of Battle with her until our arms ached from throwing the cards constantly onto
the blanket.
Well, my account has gotten a little long. I would like to thank you for reading it. Writing this also helped me to
understand how I feel after being put through an experience from a history book. Now, before this ends, I would
encourage you to do something similar. Hand on heart, you will look at this months, maybe even years, later and
think 'Wow, it sure was a crazy time back in 2020?'. If I read this years, on I would probably think 'Why did I write it
like this? It's so long and how could I ramble on so much?'. But I digress!
What has lockdown taught you then?
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GEOGRAPHY
We would like to thank you for all your hard work and dedication over lockdown. It has
been a very challenging couple of months for us all and we appreciate all your hard work
and dedication. The work you have been submitting to your teachers has been of fantastic quality and your hard work will pay off in the coming term.
We wish you all a happy and healthy summer.
Ms Gregory, Ms O’Sullivan, Ms Keane and Ms Richards

Useful websites to help with your Geography in Lockdown:
KS3:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zkw76sg
https://timeforgeography.co.uk/videos_list/

KS4:
http://coolgeography.co.uk/gcsen/living_world.php
https://www.internetgeography.net/gcse-geography-revision/
https://timeforgeography.co.uk/videos_list/

KS5:
https://geographyrevisionalevel.weebly.com/health-human-rights-and-intervention.html

Geography Outside of the curriculum
Work your way through the options below to learn more about Geography
outside of what we learn about in the classroom.

Listen
Can we eat our way out of climate change?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3cswqtg

Why is Cape Town running out of water?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csvsyq

Could we ban the sale of petrol and diesel cars now?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csv1c0

How do we stop people dying in floods

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csv1by

Can we earthquake proof a city?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03mqhzy

Disasters

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000b0c7

Antarctica

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00ss2th

Volcanology

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p005490h

50 things – The i phone

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04hyzm5

Building a city for an aging population

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06rjnl5
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Read

Tectonic time bomb in California

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2019-12-17/tectonic-timebomb-maps-show-where-massive-california-earthquakes-cause-themost-shaking-and-destruction

Can planting trees really help to save the
planet?
The woman who found Earth’s inner core

https://daily.jstor.org/could-a-trillion-trees-really-save-the-planet/

What controls the height of mountains?

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/06/200611094140.htm

Mega dams in the Nile

https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2020/saving-the-nile/index.html

https://daily.jstor.org/the-woman-who-found-the-earths-inner-core/

Watch
Seconds from Disaster
The Boy Who Harnessed the
Wind
Planet Earth – Islands
Russia with Simon Reeves
72 Dangerous Places
Caribbean with Simon Reeves

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-k6W3hkMGYQ
Netflix
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p048sflc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b096sc3z/russia-with-simon-reeveseries-1-episode-1
Netflix

The Impossible

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p02lbhhc/caribbean-with-simon-reeveepisode-3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0008cc7/china-a-new-world-orderseries-1-episode-3
Netflix

Slum Dog Millionaire

Netflix

China – A new world order

Climbing Blind
Deep Ocean – Giants of the
Antarctic deep

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000jb7t/climbing-blind
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000jy3h/deep-ocean-giants-of-theantarctic-deep

28

Guess the Key Geographical Words or Phrases from the emoji’s below
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POP ART
Symbols of Popular
Culture and Pop Art
Inspired Self Portraits
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HISTORY
For years 7-10 two Loom video lessons are being uploaded each week. Students in Year 7 and 8 should
submit their work on Show My Homework. They can either upload images of written work or can upload Word
documents. Work is being check to ensure it is completed and from time to time quizzes are uploaded on
Show My Homework to assess student work. If any student would like to request further feedback on their
work or to ask a question they should contact their History teacher directly via email. All email address are
listed below.
For year 9 and 10 students should be emailing their completed work to their individual teachers each Friday.
We aim to provide some form of feedback every 2 weeks. There will also be the occasional quiz for students to
complete on Show My Homework. You may also find it helpful to purchase the Edexcel GCSE textbooks. Our
topics are Crime and Punishment through time (Year 9), Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, Weimar and Nazi
Germany (Year 10) and the Cold War. Any questions about the work set should be sent to Ms Earthrowl.
For year 12, there is a mixture of online Loom lessons, Microsoft Teams lessons and face-to-face lessons. Year
12 History students are working towards completing their coursework before we hopefully return to school in
September. Coursework is worth 20% of their overall grade and therefore can make an entire grade’s
difference. Deadlines have been set for every single Friday and each student has been allocated a teacher who
marks their work within a week and sends this back to them with feedback. Students response to this feedback
is crucial for progress. The History department would be grateful if parents/ carers of Year 12 students can
proof read coursework before it is submitted.
Ideas on supporting your child in History:
1. For Years 7-10 there is plenty of online material available from History.com and from BBC Bite size.
2. Ensure that your child meets the weekly Friday deadlines by asking them to show you the email they
have sent. (This only applies to students in Year 9-12).
3. Proof read your child’s work, or set aside time for them to proofread their work, before submitting it.
4. Ask for definitions of key words.
5. Once a week/ once a fortnight suggest a documentary related to their studies or their own personal
interest that you could watch together. There is plenty available on Netflix, IPlayer, All4, YouTube and
ITV Player. Please get in touch if you want any specific recommendations.

Email addresses:
1. Ms Hadden (Head of History) v.hadden@stgeorgesrc.org
2. Ms Averill h.averill@stgeorgesrc.org
3. Mr Buckley j.buckley@stgeorgesrc.org
4. Ms Earthrowl a.earthrowl@stgeorgesrc.org
5. Mr Mackay j.mackay@stgeorgesrc.org
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YEAR 10
Stevie Morris Zazzara 10P
Mark Saymo 10C
Jerry Naverrete Vaca 10T
Thomas Wildman 10C

YEAR 9
Shaheyna Gatus 9M
Frankie Faulkner 9P
Simao Gasper Viamonte 9T
Nathaniel Philip Alexis 9T

YEAR 8
Bruno Correia 8F
Nurya Duarte 8P
Karolina Galus 8A

YEAR 7
Krispin Sewell Smith 7J
Melissa Lopes 7F
Raphael Kidane 7C

All of these students have been consistently submitting high quality work, with 100% effort and
clearly engaging with the DT online learning. They should all be very proud
of themselves. Keep designing and being creative!
Very Well Done, from Ms Vadgama, Ms Jebb and Ms Khatlan

32

Ms Vadgama’s Top Tips ‘Online ‘
Dear all DT students, use this time to get creative and brush
up on your technical skills and theory knowledge. Two useful
links you will need are, BBC
and

KS3 – Year 7 & 8

Both of these channels are fantastic to develop your ‘Technical Drawing Skills’. Every
designer must learn how to draw first, then make. Ensure you have a sharpened pencil
and plain paper or a note pad. Keep all your drawings clean and safe in your DT folders.

KS4 – Year 9, 10 & 11

Both of these channels are world renowned for the vast amount of design theory and
innovation at their London based buildings. You should begin to watch the videos and read
the article available to gain subject knowledge and have a grip on ‘Design Now’.

KS5 – Year 12 & 13

Both of these channels are quite different, the Dyson talks in the channel should provoke
critical design thinking for you. Phaidon is a global publisher of books on architecture,
design and popular culture, the videos will link to Unit 2 Designing and making principles
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… more DT links for KS4 & KS5

Design and Technology Education: An International
Journal (from Loughborough Uni) is free to access
and full of interesting learning theory and links to
innovative designers - https://ojs.lboro.ac.uk/date/

BBC Bitesize for revision for Y11: https://

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zby2bdm

Behance is a great website to look at designers
portfolios and get inspiration for projects - https://

www.behance.net/galleries/graphic-design

The Thomas Heatherwick website is a great interactive website showcasing his studio's projects and design work: http://www.heatherwick.com/

The D&AD website is always full of interesting and
exciting new work as well as information about opportunities such as the 'New Blood' Competition -

The James Dyson Award - showcasing exciting and
fresh design work from current undergraduate students across the country - https://

https://www.dandad.org/

www.jamesdysonaward.org/

A TedTalk by Tony Fadell entitled 'The First Secret of
Great Design' about user experience design -

A TedTalk by JR entitled ‘My wish: Use art to turn the
world inside out’ about how art and design should be
for everywhere. https://www.ted.com/talks/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=9uOMectkCCs

jr_my_wish_use_art_to_turn_the_world_inside_
out/up-next?language=en
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Languages at St. George’s School
How we have survived in times of crisis and what to do this summer to move on to the next level
KEY STAGE 3 - YEAR 7, 8 AND 9
At this stage, students have been doing new online activities on Active Learn based on what they have learned over
the year. On Show My Homework students have been guided to complete these activities as well as other extension
activities related to grammar, skills and culture. Teachers get a weekly record on students’ work about how long it
took them to do the activities and the percentages achieved. Teachers are well trained in grading each activity and
know the grade students are working at.
During the face to face meetings, students were given information as to which activities they had or had not done and
were told to resume the unfinished tasks that teachers have been setting on a weekly basis. Areas of difficulty were
discussed with teachers who provided advice on how to overcome them. Some of you had your teacher explaining
everything online as well.
Therefore, the next step forward is to do all work missed before moving on to the next stage. The appropriate
textbook has been allocated to each year group and all the activities in each year course will be open for students to
do the ones they have missed or the ones they did not perform very well at.
As for cultural activities, PowerPoints as well as worksheets are provided in the End of Year homework. These will
include cultural activities both in French and Spanish.
Regarding work online, of such importance these days, I have included a list of main links below (with an explanation)
so that students can find extra language activities, many of which are a good fun!

KEY STAGE 4 - YEAR 10 AND 11
At Key Stage 4, students have also been doing online work on Active Learn and were given a report on tasks. Year 10
into year 11 students were given a set of GCSE Sample papers both in French and Spanish to have a better idea of
what to expect on exam day
At GCSE we are finishing the first half of the course in year 10 (modules 1 to 4) and the second half of the course in
year 11 (modules 5 to 8) with a planned revision of all modules. Please, see Show My Homework for detailed
information on each module. Answers to all GCSE modules have been uploaded as well.
Students have a Grammar and Translation Homework book and detailed information has been published on Show My
Homework about which units to do for each year.

Main Links:
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free&text=Spanish For extra grammar and school related work.
https://www.celebratelanguages.com/index.html For general resources. You can have the summary and transcript of
all Channel 4 episodes of EXTRA Spanish and EXTRA French. Look for it on the left hand bar under the logo @xtra.
Please, feel free to contact Miss Redondo for a range of other websites with authentic French and Spanish materials.
https://www.thenational.academy Oak National Academy has been set up by teachers and is funded by the
Department of Education. It provides video lessons for students, with each lesson coming with a corresponding quiz
and worksheet.
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Other Links

Authentic news and current affairs French for higher levels



www.jde.fr
http://www.1jour1actu.com

Authentic Reading resources KS3 and KS4 (by language)
French


http://www.littleredlanguages.co.uk Stories and poems in French (German and Spanish, too)



http://mfl-storybirds.wikispaces.com Online books written for language learners.



http://www.mauricecareme.be/poemes.php One of my favourite French poets for use in the classroom



http://www.comptines.net An excellent source of short texts for exploiting at KS2 – KS4



http://www.les-coccinelles.fr/poesies.html Some excellent poems for the classroom



http://litteratureprimaire.eklablog.com/monsieurcouleur-a106977064 An amazing site full of possible resources



http://www.childtopia.com/index.php?module=videos&func=cuentos&newlang=fra



Classic stories with text, audio and pictures for reading along



http://www.modernhaiku.org/essays/frenchhaiku .html Some nice, authentic French Haikus

Spanish
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvPI-4JGdyo Spanish Sitcom. Soap opera to learn Spanish at lower levels
 http://spanishplayground.net/tag/easy-spanishpoems Excellent site with lots of ideas for poems to use in the

classroom
 http://www.elhuevodechocolate.com Poems, but also some stories and songs
 http://www.milcuentos.com Website with links to interactive short stories. The stories include pictures and audio.

There is a title for each picture together with a short paragraph so it could be printed out and done as a match up
activity or in a computer room.
 http://eljardindedouglas.blogspot.co.uk/search/label/Poesías
 Modern poet – Douglas Wright – loads of excellent material for KS2 – KS4 here, poems and song
 http://www.gloriafuertes.org/index.php/literatura-inf
 Gloria Fuertes is an excellent poet for KS3/4 – I bought Los mejores versos from Amazon.
 www.storyplace.org Stories to watch, read and listen with follow up activities.

Authentic listening resources KS3 and KS4
French

 http://www.audio-lingua.eu/?lang=en Searchable MP3 clips by topic, level and language
 http://lyricstraining.com Site for song activities in many languages using the text
 http://enseigner.tv5monde.com/collection/paroles-de-clips Amazing site with ready-made resources
 http://platea.pntic.mec.es/cvera/hotpot/chansons Fantastic website with lots of exercises around French songs

Spanish


http://www.audio-lingua.eu/?lang=en Searchable MP3 clips by topic, level and language



http://www.spanishlistening.org Search by topic and difficulty level, with transcript and activity.



http://lyricstraining.com Site for song activities in many languages using the text
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Like all departments, this has been a strange term for the English Department to say the least. Personally
though, I have been blown away by how the staff and students have responded to these difficult
circumstances with general good humour and hard work. I think special mention must go to Ms Sullivan who
pioneered our use of Loom videos so students could tune in from home at their convenience to specially
made lessons. Over the past two weeks we have also been supplementing these videos with more interactive
Teams lessons and some face-to-face lessons for year 12s as well. I have been extremely proud of how the
whole department has come together to produce resources, make videos, conduct Teams lessons, mark
work, contact students directly on the phone and meet them face-to-face in order to make sure that the
impact on our students’ education during lockdown is as minimal as possible. This is not to mention the work
that has been going on to create new schemes of work for next year. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the whole English department for their uncomplaining hard work over lockdown.
The students as well have generally displayed a wonderful determination to keep up with their education in
very difficult circumstances. All of us have received a remarkable amount of work over the past few weeks.
You will be able to see proof in this online addition of The Dragon that the lockdown has not dampened the
creative spirit of the St George’s writing community – indeed, for some it seems to have stoked their creative
fire into new life. Thanks go to Mr Brockwell for curating the student work for this term’s edition but a huge
thank you and well done to all the students who submitted creative pieces to him. I know you will enjoy
reading them.
One thing that lockdown has done for me is made me realise how much I love and miss being in the classroom with young learners. My first proper lessons over these past few weeks with the year 6 group in school
and, more recently, with year 12 have been an absolute delight. I know this is a feeling that is shared by many
teachers and students and hopefully that will make the return to school in September all the more enjoyable
and productive.
From my own experience and through discussions with other teachers, I know that lockdown has also had the
positive effect of allowing more time to read for pleasure. Hopefully this has been the same for you at home
and that this summer before our return in September is a summer full of reading. I have included a reading
list here for some inspiration.
Until September, then, I wish you all the best for a safe and relaxing summer.

Mr Morgan
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BUSINESS STUDIES - Working From Home
Useful website links
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ Search for Edexcel GSCE Business and use the programme to revise all the
context covered in class as well as test yourself and see how well you know each topic
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z98snbk Click on Edexcel GCSE Business to access a wide range of
resources linked to the specification. Watch videos, takes notes and complete quizzes. A great way to revise!
https://www.tutor2u.net/business/store/selections/gcse-business-9-1-teaching-resources Find resources to buy
that are linked to the course here. They also have some free revision tools and resources for you to use.
www.bbc.co.uk - Excellent news website with everything you need to learn about what is going on in the world
today with a special section on Business News

Books to Read

TV

BBC News
Last news from around the
world.

BBC Panorama
British current affairs
documentary programme

Dragons Den
Programme about entrepreneurs presenting their business
ideas to gain funding from the
Dragons. (Venture Capitalists)

The Apprentice
Programme about entrepreneurs working in teams and being interviewed so they can gain
backing of Sir Alan Sugar for
their business idea.
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BBC Newsnight
Key national and international news stories

Question Time
Topical debate in which guests from the worlds
of politics and the media answer questions
posed by members of the public.

The Financial and Human Impacts of Covid-19 on Football
By: Jehremi Ideh
The global pandemic has impacted us all significantly with, a majority of businesses and the economy as a
whole being hindered by lockdown. The footballing industry has witnessed numerous financial difficulties which has
resulted in players having to make sacrifices to protect the commercial model of a club and many teams needing to
take drastic action to stay afloat. It is the hope of millions that their favourite teams are able to make it through.
Big-name teams such as Arsenal have needed support of owners and rallying fans to keep them afloat, after
cutting the pay of some of their most experienced players by 12.5%, with David Luiz taking a substantial pay cut.
Over in Spain, Catalan kings Barcelona have had to make shocking deals to continue, including their choice to offload
Arthur for Juventus ace Pjanic. Even stars such as Lionel Messi have taken pay cuts. Season ticket holders have been
granted free TV subscription to compensate, but stewards, food trucks and programme sellers at stadiums will be
fighting for their jobs for some time. Clubs have to adapt to the reality that fewer families will be able to afford
tickets. If clubs decline relative to each other, things should remain balanced and equal. All we can do is hope.
Football has been widely missed and thankfully its imminent return is upon us. Although many are elated
with football’s return, arguably the most important aspect of the beautiful game has been omitted due to the virus.
Fans are not allowed to support their team in stadiums, which has changed many characteristics of football. Teams
favour home turf as they have more supporters, creating a positive atmosphere or simply unnerving the opposition.
With no fans, home advantage is virtually useless. Even with cardboard cutouts as fans, a PA announcer replicating
the chants, cheers and jeers, and virtual fans reacting from their homes, it is just not the same.
I long to see the vibrant coloured smoke, the flags swaying in the wind and the passionate fans coming
together to motivate their side. It’s honestly a beautiful sight and is the true way football must be played. The return
of football has enabled me to further appreciate the game. I watch more matches and after a good result I get an
extra buzz and a feeling of triumph. Since Arsenal have struggled this year, following them through rough spells has
made it something of an emotional journey. I may receive stick for my views, but I’m Arsenal through and through! I
refuse to be a glory supporter and I stick with my club.
Among an uproar of false transfer rumours, people went mad trying to satisfy their football fix. Personally,
I coped by researching and writing blogs online, as well as playing Football Manager 2020, where I could be a
manager, create tactics, manage finances and much more. I produced a few tactics myself and had a blast. With
football’s return, I’ve spent time analysing the effects of the restart. Players who did not undergo pre-season
rehabilitation suffered injuries. Some clubs have benefitted from the restart, while others have struggled to find their
feet.
Arsenal appeared to have been struggling with restart losing their opening two fixtures. However they have
shown great perseverance winning the last three and surpassing their rival, Spurs in the league. Going forward, clubs
will have capped budgets and will be relying on youth and potential for their summer signings, as well offloading
players. Smaller clubs such as Wolves and Sheffield United continue to infiltrate the top places and this may
encourage others to follow.
Defeat is part of football and life. Victory feels sweeter knowing you fought hard and struggled for it. Just as
we have fought through this virus, I am sure the league will continue to fight through the difficulties of getting back
to normal and will triumph!
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Legends of Lockdown
Teachers were asked to nominate their ‘Legend of Lockdown’ and explain why they deserve to
be recognised for their efforts during this period. These are our winners.

Ryanne-Dymphna Dariya, Year 9
‘Ryanne wrote a very passionate and evocative
piece about her experience during the Black Lives
Matter demonstrations. She has been a driving
force behind discussions in form time meetings no
matter the topic, and has been a consistent role
model and leader for her peers.’

Mr Brockwell, English

Kidus Ermiyas, Year 12
Avril Pereira , Year 12
‘Kidus has gone from strength to strength in
Geography during lockdown, applying his newly
founded independent skills and working his
socks off. Kidus' attitude towards work has
transformed in Geography and he is now going
above and beyond what is required of him. In a
recent essay on the relative importance of
Intergovernmental Organisations and national
governments, Kidus asked interesting
questions on the merits of structural
adjustment programmes which led him to
incorporate theories of power relations we had
not yet studied to create a stronger rebuttal. I
look forward to seeing his hard work and
dedication continue when we are back at
School.

‘During lockdown, Avril has been an extremely pro-active student
in her A level Art studies and in her community support.
Throughout lockdown Avril has met all her Art submission
deadlines, constantly challenging herself, regularly delivering
over and above what is requested producing work of a very exemplary standard. She is a student who is extremely caring,
helpful and diligent. Her mature attitude, caring nature and work
ethic has been appreciated by her local care home where she has
been working throughout lockdown as a part- time key worker,
often covering extra shifts, listening to and supporting the most
vulnerable members of our community.

Ms Brereton, Art

Ms Gregory, Geography
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Mercy Awad, Year 7
‘Since week one
of lockdown, Mercy has done
every piece of work each
week and sent it to me on
time. The work is of excellent
quality and she is clearly
taking pride in what she does
at home. There are Year 12
students who could learn a lot
from her diligence and organisation! She has
been a credit to the school’

Ms Earthrowl, History

Tiana Russell, Year 10
‘She stood out in completing all tasks.
She has not missed any at all. We
choose her particularly because
Tiana's attitude has transformed during this period. She has
responded extremely well with her RE teacher and she has
taken on board all suggestions and has developed a resilient
approach to her studies. Her work ethic has tremendously
improved and she has even offered positive feedback and
suggestions to our online teaching provisions in order to help
other pupils. I am totally impressed with her as she has begun
to see the bigger picture of her education and is developing
holistic view on life. She has also reminded me that a little
praise and regular feedback can motivate pupils to move
mountains. She is our 'Legend of Lockdown'

Mr Narisetti, RE

Dylan Brennan, Year 9
‘Dylan has been active throughout this term. Dylan has completed all
work set and has uploaded all assessments, including green penning
his corrections. Dylan has also been proactive outside of the science
curriculum: he has signed up for an Imperial College London event:
'Science breaks: Exploring volcanoes, old and young', and even sent
through the link as a suggestion for the rest of his classmates. He is
clearly very keen and able in science and it is great to see such
enthusiasm from Dylan.

Mr Stevens, Science

Marcello Cranston, Year 12
‘He’s made a huge effort to complete all the work set and has exceeded
all of his deadlines. He has also been using his time in lockdown to do
wider reading around Business, in particular Human Resource
Management which is an area he would like to work in in the future.
Marcello also has a really positive attitude towards the current situation
and is taking full advantage of the time he has to improve and develop’

Ms Ganter, Business Studies
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Library / LRC
Quiz
1)

The first Sherlock Holmes book “A Study in Scarlet” was the first work of fiction to mention
an item being used as an investigative tool and is the reason we still connect this item with
detectives today. Which investigative item is that?
A) A fingerprint kit
B) A magnifying glass
C) A notepad

2)

C.S Lewis destroyed the first version of “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” and then he rewrote it from
scratch. Why do you think he destroyed the first version?
A) Because he thought the book was boring
B) Because the book was poorly written
C) Because his friends critised it

3)

Roald Dahl had an acute dislike of beards. His desire “to do something against beards” prompted the creation
of which of his books?
A) The Twits
B) The Witches
C) The BFG

4)

The first Harry Potter book has been translated into which language under the title
Harrius Potter et Philosophi Lapis.
A) Greek
B) French
C) Latin

5)

The author R. L. Stine once received a letter from a child which began: ‘Dear R.L. Stine, I’ve read 40 of your
books and I think they’re really boring.’ Which book series did the child refer to?
A) Rotten School
B) Goosebumps
C) To Ghoul for School

6)

Witch author wrote her books standing?
A) Jane Austen
B) Alice Walker
C) Virginia Woolf

7)

There are now more than 200 million copies of these books available in 59 languages in 70 editions. Which
series of books has gained such popularity?
A) The Diary of a Wimpy Kid series
B) Dork Diaries series
C) Alex Rider series

8)

The first book which was written using the type writer was:
A) Treasure Island
B) Robinson Crusoe
C) The Adventure of Tom Sawyer

9)

John Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men” manuscript was eaten by the author’s domestic animal? Which animal
destroyed the manuscript?
A) A dog
B) A horse
C) A rabbit
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10)

Top three most read books in the world are:

A) Shakespeare’s plays, Game of Thrones and The Diary of a Wimpy Kid series
B) The Holy Bible, Harry Potter series and Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-Tung
C) War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy, Dracula and the Greek Myths and Legends
11)

Jeff Kinney, the author of the Diary of the Wimpy Kid himself is Catholic, and says he was left "stunned" after
being sent a photo of the Pope holding one of his books after it had been translated and delivered to the
Vatican. In what language the book was presented to the Pop?
A) Italian.
B) Spanish
C) Latin

Time Is Life
Time is what we need
Time is what we are
How will we do without it?
Seconds go into minutes…
Minutes into days!
How can we not realise
How quick life fade away?

Bruno participated in a poetry competition in Drama.
His poem was chosen by the Young Writers to be published in a
book showcasing young adults work called ‘Through Their Eyes
2020’ - Beyond the Page, as part of their latest poetry
competition.
A copy will remain the National
Archives' of the British Library
forever.

Birds singing in the trees
Whales playing in the sea,
Waves dancing beautifully,
What a delightful painting, I wish it came to
me!
Let’s grab a dream in the night
And hold hands with the fight.
Hope flies high.
Come… make sure the Earth doesn’t die

Bruno Correia

1) B, 2) C, 3) A, 4) C, 5) B, 6) C, 7) A, 8) C, 9) A, 10) B, 11) C

Quiz Answers
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Relief Sculpture Influenced by Frank Stella

Rayan Mann, Year 8

I really enjoyed this project.
My sculpture name is Passion and inspired by my passion for tennis. I used my challenge task work to build on
and create the sculpture.
Passion represents my world of tennis, from the logos of two of my favourite and inspirational players—Rafael
Nadal and Novak Djokovic to my favourite tennis tournament in the world—Wimbledon. I added strawberries—
a very important part of Wimbledon; every year 28,000kg strawberries are sold at Wimbledon. I used straight
lines to reflect lines of the court and racket and colour scheme sto reflect tennis and Wimbledon colours.

Perfect?

By: Stephen Ginete

What does it mean to be perfect? To be flawless? To be ideal? To be impeccable? If you're flawless, you
make no mistakes: you can't move forward. If you're ideal, you are looked up to: you can't be yourself. If you're
impeccable, you are at the top: you can't experience true companionship. If you are truly perfect, then what are
you? If pictures contain a thousand words, then words contain a million reasons.
The perfect dress. The perfect score. The perfect job. Many claim to have these, or choose to pursue them,
but is perfection truly attainable? If a dress is perfect, why is it replaced? If a result is perfect, then why do you aim
higher? If a job is perfect, then why is it difficult? If one is truly perfect, there are no improvements to be done.
Since time shows no signs of stopping, nothing is perfect as it can improve over time.
The only things that are truly perfect are paradoxes: a world without crime, a society without imbalance,
a Wi-Fi provider with no lag. But, take into perspective these paradoxes: If they were true, what would it be like?
"Crime” is defined only by what we decide to criminalise; without it, many would have a different sense of right
from wrong. A society without imbalance of authority may not find an effective leader to lead, and may not
progress. And Wi-Fi with no lag? Okay, that is something that we would all consider perfect, right?
But to end on a serious note, maybe the idea of perfection is different for each and every one of us. We
need to look inside ourselves and think about what the perfect world looks like and then do the best we can to
make the world a perfect place for ourselves and those we love. Ask yourself, what is perfect? Then make it
happen.
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2020: The Year That Changed The World
By: Noah Jones

In December 2019 the Coronavirus attacked the Chinese city of Wuhan. The deaths that followed
shocked the world. Life was about to change forever in a way none of us could ever imagine. The virus was
spreading all over the world so quickly. Our world had caught a virus; Mother Nature was sick. Entire
countries were closing down their borders and people were dying at an alarming rate. This was just the
beginning. At the end of January, my brother, Mum and I all fell ill with what we now know was the
Coronavirus. It was awful. My brother was especially sick, but our Mum was such a trooper in the way she
looked after us both. Even when we were better it took a long time to feel normal again but I am so thankful
for my Mum and her support.
As parts of the world closed down, many people in the UK were asking, “When are we closing
down?” By March 2020, our school closed down and my world was thrown upside down. What would I do?
How would I manage without lessons and my friends? I did not have a computer or internet. Luckily, thanks
to the school and my Mum, we got a laptop and internet access. Then full lockdown began, with us only
being allowed out for an hour a day for exercise. Really? One hour? How would my dog cope? How would I
cope? I love being outside.
I was angry, confused, and scared. Then mum reminded me of something. Ten years ago we were
living in a block of flats which did not have a window box, a balcony, or anywhere to go out to. Here, we are
so blessed to have three gardens nearby to walk around in. I started to look on the bright side. With my
Mum, I started to garden and build mud castles. We all painted our garden shed, benches, chairs and tables.
We played games like Monopoly and even chess. We made rainbows in chalk and clapped every Thursday
on our doorsteps, banging pots and pans and banging on bin lids. We even had a two metre, socially distanced street disco which was so much fun!
We have always been very friendly on our little cul-de-sac, but this has brought us even closer. Mum
began cooking food for our older neighbours and helped them with their shopping. We watered each
other’s gardens. Our household started writing to family members we could not visit. After some time I even
went to see my Dad, and we spent quality time together. However, it was not always easy. We would go to
see my grandparents and sit on the doorstep, but it was hard not being able to hug them. I could not even
see my brilliant uncle. There were days when I was very grumpy and felt horrible. I think many people had
days when they could not handle what was going on. I felt lonely and would get upset, but in the end Mum
was always there.
It has been nearly five months now, and throughout the whole time I have had wonderful support
from our school. Miss Gomez gives me lessons regularly to keep me working. I know I do not always make it
easy for my Mum when it comes to doing work, but she has never given up on me. She has even brought us
a 10ft paddling pool to help us beat this warm weather! I may not know what the future holds, but no
matter what I have, my family and I am thankful everyday for them.
Though we are still in a time of uncertainty, it seems people are starting to go back to their normal
lives. Our wonderful NHS workers are so tired but they press on. I want to thank all the key workers for their
hard work. I also want to thank my family for helping me through this difficult time. Most of all, I want to
thank my Mom for always being there for me. I love you.
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Ms Maxwell - MFL
Since Ms Maxwell joined us as a PGCE student, she has left a powerful mark in our MFL
Department through her real passion for teaching languages and her calm and caring
personality. I was personally impressed by her knowledge of both French and Spanish
which has shown in her lessons. Ms Maxwell has always been a proactive and collaborative
member of our department but most of all a well-loved teacher by both students and staff
alike. She has l
earned from us but we have also learned from her loving
approach to teaching languages. I feel very sorry to see her go but I understand that she
needs to move on from her first teaching employment. I believe she will continue to have
an impact on colleagues and students in her future career and she will always be welcome
to continue to be in touch with us as we love her dearly.
I wish her well in the future career and I would like to know that she will always be remembered at St. George’s School as an honest person and a brilliant teacher. Ms Redondo

Ms Sevilla - MFL
Ms Sevilla joined us in 2013 as a Spanish Assistant and since then has become an asset to our
department. Ms Sevilla has always been an ace up our sleeve as she has always been ready
to go further than her basic responsibilities and perform every task with a big smile on her
face. Miss Sevilla has a very Spanish sense of humour which has always helped us all in MFL
during stressful times. For this reason, she has been very well-loved, by students especially,
who have enjoyed her ‘Spanishness’ and cheerfulness. Miss Sevilla is a family person and has
finally decided to be with her family after these hard times. I cannot explain in just these few
lines the profound influence she has had on all of us or how sad we feel to see her go. She has
made an impact on our lives and made us reflect on how to take work, study and life with a
positive outlook.
Ms Sevilla, we will miss you and your positive vibe dearly but I do know you will continue to brighten up the lives of
whichever people you come across. Ms Redondo

Ms Earthrowl— HisMs Earthrowl will be sorely missed as a member of the Humanities department.
A consistently excellent teacher, colleague and friend, Ms Earthrowl ensured that her
students year on year made strong progress by supporting each individual student. We
wish her all the best in her new role as Head of History, a role which she well deserves,
and hope that she keeps in touch (especially so she can continue to educate us in
Medieval History!).
Ms Hadden

Ms Jebb— DT

Ms Jebb, thank you for all your hard work, dedication and passion for Design and
Technology. You have been an outstanding teacher and friend. You always approach
your lessons with positivity and an upbeat attitude—still finding time in your busy day to
make your Head of Department a cuppa.
You will be missed by all your students and especially those who have attended Youth
Club this year. We wish you all the very best with your teaching career. Your new school
don’t know how lucky they are to have you in September.
Ms Vadgama
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Ms Sullivan - English & Drama
The Drama department is very sad to say goodbye to Ms Sullivan, who has been a valued
member of the department, teaching years 7 and 8. We wish Ms Sullivan the very best of
luck, as she heads back home to the most beautiful country, Australia! On behalf of the
Drama department, we will miss you very much! Ms. Taylor (Drama)
Ms Sullivan has been an integral member of the English Department for the past two years.
She is unfailingly upbeat, extremely hard working and universally liked by staff and students.
We will clearly be very sad to lose her. She has been a well-loved and hugely committed form
tutor and has formed very positive and productive relationships with all her English and drama
classes. Ms Sullivan has been particularly active during the recent lockdown, helping to
spearhead the school’s provision for remote learning through her quickly formed expertise in software like Loom
and Microsoft Teams. Unfortunately for us, the siren song of her home county of Australia is calling her home
where she is due to be married next year. We know the rest of the school community will join the English and
Drama departments in wishing her all the best in her future teaching career and life in general. Mr Morgan

Ms Morrell - Head of Year/ Maths

Ms Morrell is leaving us to join the Mathematics Department at Salvatorian College. I know she
will be sorely missed by her students past and present. Thank you Ms Morrell for all of your
hard work and support you have given us and we wish you all the best in your new
department.
Ms Murden

Ms Greensmith - Maths
Ms Greensmith is leaving us for Queenswood School. Ms Greensmith is a valued member of
our Mathematics Department and will be greatly missed by her colleagues and students.
Ms Greensmith has always been a great support to our students and I know her new students
will be very lucky to have Ms Greensmith.
Ms Murden
Ms Greensmith was also responsible for the outstanding success of the Duke of Edinburgh
Award at St George’s.

St George's Mathematics Department would like to thank Mr Emmott for all his
support and work during his time with us. We wish him all the best in his future
endeavours. Ms Murden

Mr Emmott - Maths

48

A Warm April Afternoon
By: Nurya Duarte, 8P

I remember now…
Many days ago, I saw a young, extrovert child in a forest. He was a very happy juvenile; he jumped and
ran all through the woods. He climbed up trees as fast as a squirrel and leapt over many bushes. I met that young
man and asked him, “What are you doing here? You’re meant to be at home.” He responded, “I’m looking for
foxes to play with, but for now, I haven’t found any. I am a high risk person of this pandemic, I don’t have a kidney.
I just went to get fresh air.” We kept our distance from each other.
Suddenly, we heard a series of massive bangs. It sounded like gunshots, one after the other. The boy and I
looked on in surprise, then we heard a pack of dogs in the distance rapidly approaching. As we wandered towards
the sound, we saw two wild foxes laying lifelessly on the ground. The boy screamed in horror. Who could do such
a thing to these poor foxes? We pushed on. Whilst we tiptoed, we heard faraway voices and encountered a group
of hunters, laughing. Finally, we had found the guilty people who killed the poor wild foxes. The boy stood firm.
“Why did you kill them?” he asked desperately.
“It was just for sport,” was the cold response. I could see the boy was devastated as tears began to form
in his eyes. Running as fast as the foxes, he raced out of the forest, with me in hot pursuit. In an instant, just as
fast as he had appeared, my new-found friend had vanished into thin air. I searched desperately as my heart
pounded, but he was gone!
I could hear a distant call and realised he had slipped down a nearby hill that steeply faced a river. I
looked around and noticed some broken branches hanging from a tree. I approached them but my foot gave way
and I nearly slid down with him. He did not have much time. Frantically, I grabbed at a long branch and managed
to lean forward so he could reach. With desperation in his eyes, he grabbed the other end. With all my might, I
pulled him up to the ground again. We were safe.
In his future, this young man thought about that fateful day. He thought about the sadness he felt for the
foxes, the anger at the hunters, and how losing control almost cost him everything. As an adult, he decided to
open a fox sanctuary to protect them from hunters. He was proud of his effort to protect his wild friends and now
has over 10 species of foxes in his sanctuary. This is a marvelous story from a child that will always remember that
day.
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